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!  THE PURPOSE OF PAUL’S WRITING—INSIGHT, ENCOURAGEMENT 
& HOPE ABOUT DYING (4:13, 18)  

 

"  Not ignorant . . . or to grieve-Paul’s purpose in writing is to comfort the readers 
regarding those who have died, preventing misinformation and unnecessary grieving. 

 

"  Fall asleep-A euphemism used in many cultures to speak of death.  
"  In the OT such and such a person “slept with his fathers.” 
"  In Greek culture this expression occurs from Homer onward.  
"  Some have mistakenly taken this to support “soul sleep.” 
 

"  Who have no hope- 
"  Although some philosophers had an idea of life beyond the grave (Plato). 
"  For the most part Greek thought was fairly gloomy about death. 
"  Death was popularly thought of as shades existing in a gray & dismal Hades. 
"  Hope for the Christian is a stark contrast with ancient and modern culture.  
"  Hope for the Christian means "a joyful and confident expectation of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ.” 
 
 

!  CHRIST’S PHYSICAL RESURRECTION IS OUR PROTOTYPE  (4:14)  
 

"  Our hope rests on the sure historical foundation of the resurrection. (see 1 Cor 
15:17-22). 

 

"  We believe-Paul takes us back to our benchmark of faith—what we believe. 
 

"  Rose again and so weÉ-Just as Christ physically rose from the dead, so shall we 
(1 Cor 6:14;15:3-4; 2 Cor 4:14) 

 

"  Fallen asleep in him-This was common, soft language for death. 
 

"  God will bring with Jesus-The two we long to see are Jesus and loved ones. 
 
 

!  JESUS’ VERY WORDS ASSURE US (4:15) 
 

"  LordÕs own word-Here Paul is speaking of specific spoken words by Jesus, which 
were remembered and passed on to Paul by the Apostles who walked with Jesus, but 
words not exactly written in the gospels. 

"  Jesus did teach a resurrection of the righteous (Luke 14:14) as well as the 
unrighteous (Luke 14:14; John 5:28,29). 
"  And he taught about his return. 
 

"  Left till the coming (parousia)-i.e. still living at the time of His return. Parousia 
(presence, coming) became a technical term for the arrival of a dignitary. 

 

"  Not precede-those alive will have no priority on those who have died. They will 
not miss out in any way. 

 
 

!  THE ORDER OF EVENTS   (4:16-17)  
 

"  The Lord himself-no angel or created being. Jesus, the King, Himself (see Acts 
1:11). 

 

"   Will come down from heaven-this is the final phase of the great invasion that 
began with the incarnation. This is transcendent not necessarily special language. 
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"  Christ’s coming is associated with three summoning sounds: with a loud 
command, voice of the archangel, &  with the trumpet call of God. 

 

"  Loud command or shout-denotes an authoritative utterance (see Jn 5:25; 11:43). 
 

"  Voice of the archangel- 
"  Unlikely that Paul has any particular archangel in mind. 
"  Michael is the only archangel mentioned in the NT (Jude 9). But six others are 
mentioned in the Apocrypha: Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, Michael, Sariel, Gabriel & 
Remiel (1 Enoch 20:1-7). 
 

"  The trumpet call of God- 
"  Trumpets are often found in the OT connected with festivals and triumph. It was 
used for pageantry and war. 
"  Paul speaks of the trumpet elsewhere (1 Cor 15:52). 
"  Perhaps Isa 27:13 has a double meaning summoning the Jewish exiles and the 
church. (Also see Joel 2:1, 15;  Zech 9:14). 
"  Jesus spoke of this as well (Mat 24:15). 
 

"  dead in Christ will rise first-the dead are given priority, so don’t worry. 
 

"  after that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them 
"  caught up- “to seize, carry off, snatched away by force.” 
"  The Latin rapere (verb is rapturo) is where we get our term Rapture. 
"  It’s used of Phillip and Paul respectively in Acts 8:39; 23:10. 
"  Nothing is said of our transformation, but it is assumed (see 1 Cor 15:50-52). 
 

"  in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air 
"  the air was considered to be the dominion of the evil one (Eph 2:2). 
"  This shows the Lord’s mastery of the demonic realm. 
"  Clouds-divine glory is often associated with a cloud (Exo 19:16; 24:15-18; 1 
Kings 8:10; Dan 7:13; Acts 1:9). 
"  Meet-when a dignitary such as Caesar paid an official visit (parousia, coming), 
the leading citizens would go out to meet (apantesis, meet) him and escort him back 
to their city. The same was true of the bridal party meeting the groom and escorting 
him in a torchlight procession to the bride. 
 
 

!  THE CONCLUSION IS COMFORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT (4:17-18) 
 

"  In our death or at His coming we are forever home with the Lord (Phil 1:23; 2 
Cor 5:8). 

 

"  Although his coming is as a thief (5:2), nevertheless sure of his return. 
 

"  This is our blessed hope. What comfort and hope! 
 
 

!  THINKING IT THROUGH  
 

"  The two things we want most is to be reunited with our Lord and our loved ones. 
Who is it that you miss the most who has gone on? 

 

"  What verse brings you the most comfort? 
 

"  Why is this passage an easy target for novel writers, date predictors and 
sensationalists? How do we avoid this and interpret the passage for what it says, no 
more and no less? 

 

"  What does this passage clear up for you and what is left fuzzy? 
 

"  Pray rejoicing that Jesus is coming again. 


