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REDEEMING GOOD

What do you think or feel about work?

Genesis 2:1-17 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.

3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had
done.

So God finished by the seventh day his work which he did,
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he did,

and God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it,
because on it he rested from all his work which God created to do.

[ can Mark’s slide of six days of creation (the six blue boxes) go here? ]

So God finished by the seventh day his work which he did,

and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he did,
and God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it,

because on it he rested from all his work which God created to do.

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the
heavens.

5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the
earth and there was no one to work the ground,

6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground.

7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man became a living being.

8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.

° The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In
the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters.
11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold.

12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.)
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13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush.

14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

Dorothy Sayers: “What is the Christian understanding of work?... [It] is that work is not, primarily, a thing one does to live,
but the thing one lives to do. It is, or it should be, the full expression of the worker’s faculties... the medium in which he

offers himself to God.”

Tim Keller: “This revolutionary way of looking at work gives all work a common and exalted purpose: to honor God by loving
your neighbors and serving them through your work.”

C.S. Lewis: “The work of a Beethoven, and the work of a chairwoman, become spiritual on precisely the same condition,

that of being offered to God, of being done humbly ‘as to the Lord.” This does not, of course, mean that it is for anyone a
mere toss-up whether he should sweep rooms or compose symphonies. A mole must dig to the glory of God and a cock

must crow.”

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

Colossians 3:17: “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.”



